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Price	$35.94	Publisher	Cornell	University	Press	Publish	Date	April	30,	2013	Pages	336	Size	6.0	X	8.9	X	1.1	inch	|	1.1	pounds	Language	type	English	Paperback	EAN/UPC	9780801477706	Jack	Donnelly	is	Andrew	Mellon	Professor	and	John	Evans	Professor	at	Josef	Korbel	School	of	International	Studies	at	the	University	of	Denver.	His	other	books
include	Human	Rights	and	International	Realism	in	International	Relations.	"Every	so	much	time	a	book	appears	that	deals	with	the	main	issues	of	a	subject	so	clearly	and	inspiring	that	it	becomes	central	to	understand	that	subject.	Universal	Human	Rights	in	Theory	and	Practice	are	just	such	a	book.	Donnelly's	interpretations	are	clear	and	discuss
with	zest."-American	Political	Science	Review"This	wide	book	looks	at	all	aspects	of	human	rights,	drawing	on	political	theory,	sociology	and	international	relations,	as	well	as	international	law."	--	Foreign	Affairs"	What	Donnelly	does	best	than	anyone	else	is	to	put	in	front	of	the	reader	a	coherent	conceptual	framework	for	an	understanding	of
international	human	rights	as	an	operational	part	of	international	life.	The	book	remains	at	the	top	of	any	bibliography	of	indispensable	books	dealing	with	human	rights."	--	Human	rights	and	human	well-being	that	make	sense	of	these	times	VIEW	LIST	(206	books)	Jack	Donnelly.	Universal	Human	Rights	in	Theory	and	Practice.	Ithaca:	Cornell
University	Press,	2013.	x	+	320	pp.	$69.95	(cloth),	ISBN	978-0-8014-5095-2;	$23.95	(paper),	ISBN	978-0-8014-7770-6.	Review	by	Hans	Schmitz	(University	of	Syracuse)	Published	on	H-Diplo	(November,	2013)	Commissioned	by	Seth	Offenbach	The	first	edition	of	Universal	Human	Rights	in	Theory	and	Practice	was	published	in	1989,	as	well	as	the
Soviet	Union	and	Socialism	in	Eastern	Europe	have	crumbled.	Jack	Donnelly's	book	at	that	time	was	visionary,	especially	for	a	scholar	working	in	the	field	of	international	relations	where	the	idea	of	state	sovereignty	was	dominant	and	scholars	concentrated	their	attention	largely	on	the	causes	of	war	and	interstate	peace.	States	were	seen	as	the	only
relevant	actors	and	mainstream	academic	debates	focused	on	the	limits	and	possibilities	of	cooperation	in	the	anarchy.	While	the	European	Community	and	the	rise	in	global	trade	levels	during	the	1970s	have	offered	evidence	of	increasing	levels	of	interdependence	among	states,	human	rights	have	been	considered	as	an	exclusively	internal	matter
largely	irrelevant	to	understanding	interstate	relations.	As	long	as	rights	violations	have	not	affected	foreign	citizens,	why	should	or	should	a	government	be	concerned	with	abuse	elsewhere?	Many	scholars	of	international	relations	refused	to	make	human	rights	a	part	of	foreign	policy	objectives	because	it	was	seen	asrather	than	decrease,	the
probability	of	armed	conflict	between	states.	Donnelly	was	one	of	the	first	scholars	in	the	field	of	international	relations	to	take	seriously	what	the	majority	in	the	discipline	considered	to	be	the	“low	politics”	of	the	international	man	A	main	part	of	the	first	edition	onwards	is	a	section	entitled	“Human	Rights	and	International	Action”	which	highlights
not	only	how	weak	international	institutions	can	matter	but	also	how	states	have	come	to	develop	human	rights-focused	policies	as	part	of	their	foreign	relations.	The	emergence	of	international	human	rights	as	a	topic	in	international	relations	has	fundamentally	challenged	disciplinary	assumptions,	including	the	preponderance	of	state	power	and	the
idea	that	national	interests	are	focused	exclusively	on	the	pursuit	of	military	and	economic	power.	Human	rights	claims	are	a	legitimate	topic	of	study	foreshadowed	the	rise	of	sociological	institutionalism	as	a	new	paradigm	in	international	relations	beginning	in	the	1990s.	The	third	edition	of	Universal	Human	Rights	(2013)	has	been	substantially
revised,	but	retains	much	of	the	focus	and	structure	of	previous	editions.	It	remains	divided	into	a	number	of	main	parts,	taking	the	reader	from	questions	about	the	fundamentals	of	human	rights	to	contemporary	practices,	such	as	international	efforts	to	advance	human	rights	(Part	4)	and	discussions	of	specific	cases,	including	humanitarian
interventions,	social	rights	and	the	protection	of	sexual	minorities	(Part	5).	But	the	core	of	the	book	reflects	the	Donnellys'	evolving	interpretations	of	intercultural	perspectives	on	the	idea	of	human	rights	and	how	human	rights	emerged	historically	and	eventually	became	internationally	codified	in	the	Universal	Declaration	of	Human	Rights	(UDHR),
adopted	December	10,	1948.	Donnelly	has	used	each	issue	to	broaden	and	deepen	the	debate	on	fundamental	rights	disputes,	including	universality	against	cultural	relativism	and	assertions	about	the	relative	importance	of	certain	rights.	Seriously	unconnected	with	non-Western	traditions	and	by	providing	a	meaningful	room	for	competing	views	on
rights,	Donnelly	builds	the	credibility	needed	to	effectively	advance	his	own	interpretation	of	the	tensions	that	mark	contemporary	rights	debates.	By	tracing	ideas	of	human	dignity	not	only	in	Western	thought	but	also	in	Indian	and	Confucian	traditions	(part	3),	it	offers	women	convincingly	to	defend	rights	from	an	intercultural	perspective	without
being	vulnerable	to	accusations	that	ignores	the	very	real	differences	in	records	rights	across	religious	and	other	traditions.	What	makes	all	three	editions,	a	compelling	reading	is	that	Donnelly	offers	some	of	the	most	intriguing	summaries	of	rights	disputes	without,	ultimately	bogged	down	by	these	differences	or	giving	the	temptation	to	dismiss	a
particular	view,	even	though	he	is	critical	of	the	Much	Idea	of	Human	Rights.	His	basic	intuition	expressed	by	discussing	that	"human	rights	is	not	necessarily	proof	of	moral	defect	or	error	is	fundamental	to	understand	the	difference	between	successful	attempts	and	failures	to	advance	human	rights	in	the	world	(p.11).	Donnelly	remembers	usIt	is	not
only	a	question	of	insisting	on	the	universality	of	rights,	but	also	to	learn	to	put	us	in	the	shoes	of	those	who	do	not	share	this	feeling.	To	say	that	the	rights	of	man	must	be	valid	wherever	it	is	easy,	but	to	consider	the	fundamental	respect	of	the	rights	of	man	in	our	relationships	with	those	who	are	not	agreement	becomes	a	much	more	complex	issue.
This	fundamental	intuition	of	the	book	applies	to	a	wide	range	of	contemporary	human	rights	debates,	from	the	campaigns	to	eliminate	female	genital	mutilation	to	disputes	on	the	use	of	military	force	or	international	courts	to	end	or	punish	serious	violations.	While	human	rights	activism	often	rejects	utilitarian	attention	on	the	means,	it	turns	out	that
the	way	we	promote	human	rights	is	fundamental	for	any	successful	effort	to	promote	the	rights	of	others.	Donnelly's	book	uniquely	combines	the	differences	on	the	validity	of	human	rights,	offer	its	resolution	of	these	debates	and	insist	that	these	differences	do	not	prevent	us	from	carrying	out	human	rights	in	practice.	This	approach	is	particularly
convincing	when	Donnelly	addresses	universality	issues.	While	in	the	transition	from	the	second	to	the	third	edition,	he	chose	to	eliminate	the	word	â	â	â	â	â	â	â	â	â	â	â	â	â	"Universale"	entitled	(now	entitled	"towards	a	theory	of	the	rights	of	manâ	€"),	his	main	argument	remains	the	same:	if	On	the	one	hand	we	must	take	the	differences	between
cultural	traditions	and	theoretical	interpretations	of	rights	seriously,	since	the	other	such	debates	do	not	affect	the	general	thesis	of	universality,	for	the	simple	fact	that	reaffirmed	several	times	after	the	creation	of	UDHR	almost	Settant	years	ago.	Donnelly	refuses	every	attempt	to	read	rights	in	cultural	traditions	and	chooses	instead	of	calling	them
for	what	they	are:	contemporary	rules	on	individual	autonomy	and	equality,	which	emerged	at	a	given	time	and	that	are	generally	accepted	today.	These	fundamental	intuitions	of	the	book	will	probably	induce	readers	to	wonder	why	Donnelly	has	chosen	to	put	the	emphasis	on	the	"theory",	instead	of	providing	a	broader	discussion	on	the	real
problems	of	human	rights	framed	by	its	central	positions	on	first	debates	floor.	One	of	these	amazing	omission	is	the	absence	of	a	continuous	introduction	and	discussion	of	transnational	activism	for	the	rights	of	man,	which	emerged	over	the	years	â	€	™	60	and	70,	as	a	response	to	the	failures	of	international	regimes	For	the	rights	of	the	man
described	in	Part	4.	Considering	how	influential	organizations	such	as	Amnesty	International	and	Human	Rights	Watch	have	become	during	the	Cold	War	and	how	the	scholarship	has	traced	their	role	in	the	delegitimation	of	the	Soviet	style,	transnational	groups	for	the	Human	rights	are	an	integral	part	of	understanding	the	international	today.	The
idea	of	mobilizing	citizens	across	borders	and	the	use	of	“denomination	and	dishonour”	strategies	to	convince	powerful	states	to	support	the	causes	of	human	rights	offers	an	important	alternative	to	explain	howIt	includes	the	evolution	of	the	United	Nations	System	on	Human	Rights.	For	Donnelly,	the	main	reasons	of	the	evolution	of	these	schemes
are	"Internal	political	action"	and	Â	«International	moral	shockÂ»	(p.	194),	which	lead	to	concluding	that	the	international	human	rights	regime	is	It	remained	well	below	its	potential	in	the	cold	post-war	period.	However,	this	skeptical	vision,	which	denies	a	qualitative	change	in	the	global	environment,	clings	to	a	prospect	widely	centered	on	the	state
and	does	not	take	into	account	what	is	happening	elsewhere.	How	about	considering	the	transnational	sphere	as	an	alternative	realm	that	offers	a	sphere	of	independent	action	to	there	are	changes	caused	by	important	rights	of	rights	(as	the	universal	declaration	after	the	holocaust)?	It	is	certainly	not	a	matter	of	proclaiming	the	existence	of	a	global
civil	society	",	but	to	consider	how	the	study	of	the	transnational	field	can	provide	an	alternative	explanation	to	the	stories	that	emphasize	the	global	repugnance	to	the	atrocities	or	the	projection	of	internal	standards	Internationally.	The	cold	post-war	period	then	offers	an	increasingly	larger	view	of	this	transnational	human	rights	activism,	including
high-profile	cases,	such	as	the	campaign	against	anti-personnel	mines,	the	coalition	in	support	of	the	International	Criminal	Court,	the	Treatment	Action	Campaign	(HIV	/	AIDS)	or	Save	Darfur.	While	international	human	rights	regimes	still	count,	the	restricted	attention	of	Donnelly	on	them	prevents	you	from	making	a	budget	not	only	of	how	these
campaigns	have	shaped	the	United	Nations	agenda,	but	also	how	human	rights	are	more	and	more	Promoted	outside	the	traditional	state	system.	Good	and	harm,	non-governmental	organizations	(NGOs)	and	their	campaigns	today	define	what	constitutes	a	violation	of	human	rights	that	deserves	our	attention.	What	Donnelly	describes	in	parts	4	and	5
is	increasingly	determined	not	by	states	and	their	interests,	but	from	internal	factors	to	the	transnational	networks	of	advocacy	and	their	main	participants	who	compete	for	attention	and	funding.	Even	previously	separate	activism	fields,	such	as	development	work,	have	now	become	part	of	the	global	human	rights	speech,	in	great	expansion.	The
United	Nations	and	most	of	the	great	NGOs	have	reformulated	their	work	against	poverty	in	the	language	of	rights	and	claim	to	have	replaced	the	charity	with	empowerment	strategies	based	on	rights	and	claims	from	below	to	high.	All	these	developments	today	offer	a	much	broader	discussion	field	of	rights	compared	to	the	state	framework
prevalent	in	international	relations.	Greater	attention	to	non-state	actors	and	their	role	in	the	transnational	area	not	only	concerns	their	role	and	their	increasing	importance,	but	also	offers	a	scope	to	explore	how	practices	in	the	promotion	of	human	rights	(page	3).	A	more	critical	examination	of	these	forms	of	evolving	activism	would	have	provided
important	examples	of	what	works	and	what	does	not	work,	much	more	than	today	we	know	that	the	actual	promotion	of	human	rightsImportant	tactical	and	strategic	issues	beyond	debates	on	human	rights	justification.	For	example,	authors	such	as	David	Kennedy	(The	Dark	Side	of	Virtue	[2004,)]	David	Rieff	(A	Bed	for	the	Night	[2002,)]	and	others
offered	important	criticisms	not	of	the	very	idea	of	human	rights,	but	of	the	professional	practices	that	emerged	as	human	rights	became	a	dominant	rule	in	international	affairs.	Donnelly's	book	continues	to	emphasise	the	issues	of	justification,	while	today	we	are	witnessing	a	growing	demand	for	"clear	thinking"	which	focuses	much	more	attention
on	what	constitutes	effective	and	unconnected	actions	in	promoting	human	rights	(p.	3.)	In	the	case	of	humanitarian	interventions,	Donnelly	offers	a	summary	of	state-centric	debates	on	tensions	between	national	interests	and	moral	obligations,	but	leaves	out	the	important	disputes	between	civil	society	groups	regarding	the	adequacy	of	specific
actions.	Are	you	accusing	Sudan's	president	Omar	al-Bashir	who	advances	human	rights	and	international	justice,	or	does	this	lead	to	more	violations	by	further	exposing	vulnerable	populations?	When	do	organizations	devote	themselves	in	a	hostile	way	to	human	rights,	such	as	the	International	Criminal	Court,	effectively	advance	human	rights	and
when	they	fail	to	do	so?	Or,	what	are	the	long-term	risks	of	institutionalizing	the	promotion	of	human	rights	as	a	professional	field	and	how	do	we	ensure	that	human	rights	go	beyond	the	acceptance	of	the	elite	and	actually	take	a	position	between	the	population?	The	success	of	human	rights	in	recent	decades	has	created	new	challenges	that	cannot
be	answered	to	all	“the	same	fundamental	arguments”	that	Donnelly	has	perfected	since	the	first	edition	(p.	x.)	The	states	will	remain	for	the	moment	the	“violet	principle	and	essential	protector”	of	human	rights	(p.	33.)	Donnelly	offers	a	convincing	perspective	on	how	to	advance	human	rights	in	a	world	of	nation-statement,	but	also	offers	to	readers
proofs	Since	the	author	announces	a	fourth	edition	in	his	preface,	I	hope	he	will	be	able	to	extend	the	discussion	on	the	central	role	of	non-state	actors	(also	corporations)	as	well	as	what	makes	the	efforts	of	justified	rights	and	how	we	should	think	about	the	means	of	promoting	effective	rights.	Donnelly	shows	how	to	solve	the	debates	between
universalizing	and	relativistic	perspectives,	but	how	do	we	translate	those	insights	into	ethical	action	that	does	not	just	claim	to	help	the	most	vulnerable,	but	actually	reflects	their	best	interests?	Printable	version:	id=39846	Quote:	Hans	Schmitz.	Review	by	Donnelly,	Jack,	Universal	Human	Rights	in	Theory	andH-Diplo,	H-Net	reviews.	November
2013.	URL:	This	job	is	licensed	under	license	Commons	Attribution-Non-commercial-No	derivative	work	3.0	United	States	License.	License.
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